City of Deer Creek
Meeting Minutes
Regular City Council meeting
September 23, 2024

1. The regular City Council Meeting for the City of Deer Creek, Minnesota, was called to order at
7:00 p.m., on Monday, September 23, 2024, by Mayor Troy Beiswenger.

2. The Pledge of Allegiance was said.

3. Roll Call: Members Present
Mayor Troy Beiswenger
Councilman Jayme George
Councilman Dan Hendershot
Councilman Chad Keskitalo
Councilman Robert B. Lund
Clerk Miriam A. DeCock
Others Present:

Police Chief Bobby Berndt
Dan Kovar, Water/Sewer Operations
Bryan Drown, Bolten & Menk

4. Contflict of Interest Declarations: Individual council members are responsible for identifying any
potential conflict(s) of interest that may arise. If this does not happen, and a conflict is apparent, another
council member may raise the conflict. Public perception may become a negative factor.

5. Motion to approve the agenda as presented: Chad Keskitalo; 2nd by R. Lund; all in favor; motion
carried unanimously.

6. Motion to approve Council Meeting Minutes of August 26, 2024, by J. George; 2nd by C.
Keskitalo; all in favor; motion carried unanimously.

7. Disbursements: Disbursements ledger reviewed; the following disbursements were
questioned/discussed:

1. Mayor Beiswenger: Carlson SV— Internal Audit Fees in the amount of $12,400.00

2. Integrated Process Solutions—Replace Panel ($4,637.66); Dan Kovar provided
explanation

3. MN Pump Works—Service Agreement ($5,424.45); Dan Kovar provided explanation

Motion to approve payment of claims for July 2024 and August 2024 by C. Keskitalo; 2nd by R. Lund;
all in favor; motion carried unanimously.

8. Receipts and Cash Balances: Motion to approve Receipts and Cash Balances Ledger as
presented by J. George; 2nd by C. Keskitalo; all in favor; motion carried unanimously.



9: Police Report: Police Chief Bobby Berndt presented the August 2024 police report, as follows:

29 patrol hours logged.

750 20 25 720 2 200 720 N 2N 0 7 0 .

Animal complaint: 1
Burn complaint: 0
Public assist: 1
Nuisance complaint: 2
Harassment: 0
Medical: 1

Unlock: 0

Driving complaint: 1
Suspicious activity: 2
Parking complaint: 0
Business check: 7
Traffic warning: 3
Civil dispute: 1
Theft: 0

Information: 0

Discussion of enforcement of nuisance ordinance

Discussion of appropriate party to serve with citations (tenant, owner, or both)

10.

I1.

Old Business:

Water Tower and Well House Project Update: Bryan Drown of Bolton & Menk reported the well
house portion is progressing as expected. Mr. Drown has been in contact with Onyx Blasting and
Coating, LLC.

An updated schedule proposal was provided; work is anticipated to begin the first week of April
2025. A request to adjust the end date to June 30, 2025, rather than requiring completion within a
set number of days, was made.

Discussion of potential recourse for breach of contract, should Onyx Blasting and Coating, LLC
fail to uphold their contractual obligations; Mr. Drown is working with Onyx Blasting and
Coating, LLC’s bonding company.

Request for change order of new start date (First week of April, 2025), competition date of June
30, 2025, and acceptance of revised project schedule: Motion to move ahead with the change
order by D. Hendershot; 2nd by J. George; all in favor; motion carried unanimously.

New Business:
Resolution 8-01-2024 accepting donations to the City of Deer Creek from Deer Creek Lions Pull

Tabs ($1,500.00): Motion to approve by C. Keskitalo; 2nd by R. Lund; all in favor; motion carried
unanimously.

Resolution 9-01-2024 designating 3 co-signers for the City of Deer Creek. Motion to approve by

D. Hendershot; 2nd by C. Keskitalo; all in favor; motion carried unanimously.



Police Rate Increase: 5% police rate increase proposal presented (increased to $65.36 per hour;
$1,960.80 per month; $23,529.60 per year): Motion to accept police rate increase by C. Keskitalo; 2nd by
J. George; all in favor; motion carried unanimously.

Budget and Levy Discussion:

Proposed 2025 Operating Budget: Proposed budget presented. Discussion as follows:

Dan Kovar stated he is comfortable with the Water/Sewer budget at this time. It should be noted,
however, that he will have an MPCA audit on Wednesday, September 25, 2024; depending upon the audit
results, the budget may need revisions. The fence around the ponds may need to be replaced soon; grants
may be available for that project.

J. George questioned the apparent discrepancy in the fire department (and other fund) ending
2024 and beginning 2025 fund balance discrepancies. Clerk will research the discrepancies and update
the Council with findings.

Proposed Levy: 5% increase from $103,000 to $108,000.

Motion to approve the proposed budget and certify the levy by R. Lund; 2nd by C. Keskitalo; all
in favor; motion carried unanimously.

Application for off-sale liquor license for MN Stores, LLC unanimously approved.

12: Review/Discuss/Update: Deer Creek Garden Club is closing down operations. Discussion of
possible volunteers to plant and maintain the flower pots. Will revisit the topic in February or March.

Open Forum: N/A (Request to post the 3 minute time limit for public forum address at the meeting
location)

Water/Sewer Update: Dan Kovar stated the hydrants are generally flushed the 2nd or 3rd week in
October; a 2024 date has not yet been set; will depend partially upon the well house project.

Discussion of pay for the interim water/sewer billing clerk, Lindsay George; Motion to set payment at
$150/month for water billing and $150/month for sewer billing by D. Hendershot; 2nd by R. Lund.
Hendershot, Beiswenger, Keskitalo, and Lund in favor. J. George abstained. Motion carried.

Dan Hendershot will contact Brenda Lee for her time fulfilling clerk duties; pay will be
discussed/determined at a future meeting.

Fire Department: No Report

Clerk: Discussed water and sewer billing software; clerk will contact the current vendor to discuss costs
and options.

Council Reports:

R. Lund:

Discussion of clerk position. Miriam A. DeCock was offered, and accepted, the position.

Discussion of salary for clerk position; proposed $1200.00/month for general clerk and treasurer duties;
$300.00 per month for water/sewer billing; $100.00/meeting; elections and additional work are to be paid
separately, per City wage rate.

A contract to this effect shall be drafted and endorsed.



C. Keskitalo: No Report

D. Hendershot:

Wayside Rest free camping is becoming a problem. Discussed possible ways to address the problem.
Question of ownership of railroad property. Need to do something about the hydrant on the railroad bed.
Discussed patching holes on Soule Street and gravel in another area.

J. George:

Inquired about retroactive building permit for a fence. Will not pursue this, as no clerk was available for

permitting at the time of construction.

T. Beiswenger

Asked if Blake had complained about rooster crowing in town; it is a nuisance.

Brushes need trimmed at the stop sign on Soule, facing east. Hendershot and Lund will remedy the issue.
Spoke with Mike Schorde, Wadena Deer Creek School Industrial Arts Instructor; considering property in
Deer Creek for student-constructed house to sell. Will inquire further with appropriate parties.

Motion to adjourn at 8:25 by R. Lund. All in favor; Motion carried unanimously. Meeting Adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,

Miriam A. DeCock
City Clerk, City of Deer Creek, Minnesota



